 HEGEL’S PHILOSOPHY OF RIGHT 
Spring 2020, Phil 455 




Office Hours: Wed 2-4, and by apt.

Office: Wheatley 5-18


Professor Steven Levine



steven.levine@umb.edu
Course Description:
The course will look at the most influential figure of Nineteenth-century Post-Kantian philosophy: Georg Friedrich Wilhelm Hegel (1770-1831). The class will focus on one of the most controversial works in the history of social and political philosophy, Hegel's Elements of the Philosophy of Right. This is a classic work in the history of moral and political philosophy, comparable in depth and influence to Plato’s Republic, Aristotle’s Politics, Hobbes’ Leviathan, and Rousseau’s Social Contract. Particular attention will be paid to the various types of freedom that Hegel outlines, as well as his attempt to situate personality and moral subjectivity within a modern form of ethical life. Other issues to be discussed include Hegel’s account of modernity, law, the family, civil society, and the state. As a preparation for Hegel we will read some Kant and Fichte, and at the end of class we will examine his relationship to his most important student, Karl Marx. 

Required Texts:
• Kant, Groundwork of the Metaphysics of Morals (Cambridge Texts in the History of Philosophy), 2nd Edition. 

• Hegel, Elements of the Philosophy of Right (Cambridge Texts in the History of Political Thought), Revised Edition. (PhR).
• All other readings posted on my website: http://faculty.www.umb.edu/steven.levine/


Secondary Sources:
Books on Elements of the Philosophy of Right:
S. Avineri, Hegel’s Theory of the Modern State. Cambridge Press. 
M. Riedel, Between Tradition and Revolution, Cambridge Press, 
R. Pippin, Hegel’s Practical Philosophy. Cambridge Press. 

F. Neuhouser, Foundations of Hegel’s Social Theory. Harvard Press.

A Patten, Hegel’s Idea of Freedom, Oxford Press.

P. Franco, Hegel’s Philosophy of Freedom, Yale Press.
General Papers on Elements of the Philosophy of Right (On my Website):
R. Pippin, ‘Hegel’s Practical Philosophy: The Realization of Freedom’

A. Honneth, Chapter 1 of The Pathologies of Individual Freedom: Hegel’s Social Theory
A Honneth, ‘Three, not Two, Concepts of Liberty’
A. Patten, ‘Perspectives on Hegel’s Idea of Freedom’, Chapter 1 of Hegel’s Idea of Freedom
K. Westphal, ‘The Basic Context and Structure of Hegel’s Philosophy of Right’ 

C. Taylor, ‘Freedom, Reason, and Nature’
Course Outline (This schedule is subject to revision)
Week
         Date
    Class Theme and Activities

Assignment

	Week 1
	Jan. 29 
  
	Review of Syllabus
General Introduction: Freedom and Modernity

	

	Week 2
	Feb. 5
        
	Kant: The Moral Law

	Groundwork of the Metaphysics of Morals, Section 1 and Section 2 (4:421-4:431)
Recommended Readings:

C. Korsgaard, ‘Kant’s Analysis of Obligation: the Argument of Groundwork 1’


	Week 3
	Feb. 12 
       
	Kant: Autonomy

	Groundwork of the Metaphysics of Morals, Section 2 (4:406-4:442), and Section 3 (4:446-4:448)
H. Allison, ‘Morality and Freedom: The Reciprocity Thesis’

P. Franco, ‘Autonomy and Politics: Rousseau, Kant, and Fichte’, Chapter 1 of Hegel’s Philosophy of Freedom


	Week 4
	Feb. 19
    
	Hegel: The Aims of Political Philosophy

First Reading Comprehension Assignment Due 


	PhR, The Preface, The Introduction, §§1-2, §§ 3, pp. 28-29, §§ 29-33
F. Neuhouser, ‘The Method of the Philosophy of Right’

M. Hardimon, ‘The Doppelsatz’, from Hegel’s Social Philosophy: The Project of Reconciliation 

R. Pippin, ‘Hegel’s Political Argument and the Problem of Verwirklichung’ 


	Week 5
	Feb. 26
              
	Freedom and the Will: The Introduction 

	PhR, §§4-28 

A. Patten, ‘Freedom as Rational Self-Determination’, Chapter 2 of Hegel’s Idea of Freedom 

F. Neuhouser, ‘Hegel’s Social Philosophy’ 



	Week 6
	Mar. 2 or 3 (to be Scheduled)
	Persons and Abstract Right 
	PhR, §§34-58
Kant, excerpt from the Metaphysics of Moral 
J. Ritter, ‘Person and Property in Hegel’s Philosophy of Right (§§34-81)’ 


	Week 7
	March 11
                  
	Property, Contract, and Crime 


	PhR, §§65-67, 70-76, 81-3, 90-104 
S. Houlgate, ‘Property, Use, and Value in Hegel’s Philosophy of Right’
S. Benhabib, ‘Obligation, Contract, and Exchange: On the Significance of Hegel’s Abstract Right’

W. Schild, ‘The Contemporary Relevance of Hegel’s Concept of Punishment’



	
	March 15-22
	SPRING BREAK


	

	Week 8
	March 25
            
	Morality, Action, and Responsibility   
Second Reading Comprehension Assignment Due 


	PhR, §§ 105-128
A. Wood, ‘Hegel on Responsibility for Actions and Consequences’
A. Wood, “Hegel on Morality’
C. Taylor, ‘Hegel and the Philosophy of Action’

R. Pippin, ‘Hegel’s Social Theory of Agency: The “Inner-Outer” Problem’



	Week 9
	April 1

	The Critique of Kant and Conscience 
	PhR, §§129-139 

S. Sedgwick, ‘Hegel's Critique of the Subjective Idealism of Kant's Ethics’ 
R. Stern, ‘On Hegel’s Critique of Kant’s Ethics’ 
A. Wood, ‘The Emptiness of the Moral Law’

D. Moyar, ‘Hegelian Conscience as Reflective Equilibrium and the Organic Justification of Sittlichkeit’



	Week 10
	April 8

	Ethical Life 

	PhR, §§141-57 
L. Siep, ‘Hegel’s Philosophy of Action: The “Aufhebung” of Morality in Ethical Life’



	Week 11
	April 15

	The Family


	PhR, §§158-181 

A. Stone, ‘Gender, the Family, and the Organic State in Hegel’s Political Thought’ 
K. Hutchings, ‘Living the Contradictions: Wives, Husbands, and Children in Hegel’s Elements of the Philosophy of Right’ 


	Week 12
	April 22

	Civil Society

Third Reading Comprehension Assignment Due 

April 23rd: Course Withdrawal Deadline


	PhR, §§182-208, 229-256 

K. H. Ilting, ‘The Dialectic of Civil Society’ 

A. Arato, ‘A Reconstruction of Hegel’s Theory of Civil Society’ 



	Week 13
	April 29
	The State

	PhR, §§257-74

L. Siep, ‘Hegel’s Liberal, Social, and “Ethical” State’ 
L. Siep, ‘Constitution, Fundamental Rights, and Social Welfare in Hegel’s Philosophy of Right’
S. Sedgwick, ‘The State as Organism’
M Wolff, ‘Hegel’s Organicist Theory of the State: On the Concept and Method of Hegel’s “Science of the State”’ 

	Week 14

	May 6
        
	The State Continued: The Sovereign, the Executive, and the Legislature
	PhR §§ 279, 287-320

	Week 15
	May 13
     
	Marx’s Critique of Hegel’s account of the State
Final paper due May 18th 

	Excerpt from Marx, Critique of Hegel’s Philosophy of Right 
K. Ilting, ‘Hegel’s Concept of the State and Marx’s Early Critique’




Grade Calculation:
1. Class Participation, 15%
2. 1st Reading Comprehension Assignment, due Feb. 19th, 15%
3. 2nd Reading Comprehension Assignment, due March 25th, 15%
4. 3rd Reading Comprehension Assignment, due April 22nd, 15%
5. A 10-12 page term paper due on May 18th, 40%


Attendance Policy
Your presence in class is a minimum condition of your success in this course. Attendance as well as lateness will be noted and factored into your final grade, as follows:

2 absences: final grade lowered by ½ grade (e.g. from B- to C+)


3 absences: final grade lowered by a full grade (e.g. from B- to C-)


4 absences: failure; no credit given
In general, the distinction between “excused” and “unexcused” absences is not recognized (an absence is an absence).  Repeated lateness in arriving to class will count as an absence.
Other Important Information

1. Unless otherwise noted readings, handouts, assignments, and other announcements will be posted on my website which can be reached by clicking the link on my faculty page located on the UMB philosophy department website or at this address: http://faculty.www.umb.edu/steven.levine/ 
2. You need to have a working UMB email so that I can contact you through the wiser system. 
3. The readings for this class are listed above by the week. If homework is not explicitly assigned in class, these readings are your homework. The reading schedule may change due to events. If it does I will update the schedule on my website.

4. Unless an arrangement is made with me, an assignment will be penalized a whole grade if it is up to one week late. Thereafter, it will be penalized a whole grade each additional week that it is late. I do not accept emailed assignments unless I explicitly agree to it.
Policy on Academic Honesty

Plagiarism involves presenting someone else’s work as your own. You need to be careful to avoid even the appearance of plagiarism. This means that if you ever use a phrase, a sentence, or an idea from a text, you must provide a citation.  If it is something we read for the class, it is acceptable to give the source and page number. E.g.: (Rawls, “The Justification of Civil Disobedience, p. 100). When utilizing other material, you must provide full bibliographic information of that text. If you don’t provide appropriate citations, this will affect your grade. If you have gone so far as to misrepresent another person’s work as your own by copying from another’s paper, using a paper writing service, copying something off the web or out of a book or in any other way I will assume you intend to commit plagiarism and will give you an ‘F.’ The current Code of Student Conduct which includes information about academic dishonesty is available online at: http://www.umb.edu/academics/undergraduate/office/students/CodeofStudentConduct.html
Students with Disabilities 

If you have a disability that may have some impact on your work in this class and for which you may require accommodations, please contact the Ross Center for Disability Services. The Ross Center for Disability Services is located in the Campus Center, UL 211. You can contact them by calling: 617-287-7430 or sending an email to: ross.center@umb.edu. Once you have received your accommodation letters, please meet with me to discuss the provisions of those accommodations as soon as possible.
